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Maria Theresa was fully aware of this situation, and
though her own position among the German electoral
states was by no means secure, she immediately began
electioneering for her husband. She was determined
that if she could not be chosen, he should become the
Holy Roman Emperor. She emphatically pushed aside
any suggestion that she was less eligible as a Queen
because she could not, like her ancestors, be an Emperor
as well. She resented even veiled attacks on her because
she was a woman. She was by no means, however,
a believer in the rights of women, an eighteenth-century
forerunner of modern feminism. She did not believe
that women as a whole had any rights to vindicate.
She defended her own, because she considered her-
self an exception; her rights, so she was convinced,
were divine, a God-given heritage from her Habsburg
ancestors.

As a whole, the German Princes opposed Maria
Theresa. They questioned the validity of the Prag-
matic Sanction. Some of them, the Elector Palatine,
for instance, adopted indirect methods of attack. In
his communications to her, he continued to address her
as an " Archduchess " instead of as a Queen, though he
never said bluntly that he did not acknowledge her
right to the succession in Austria. Charles Albert of
Bavaria, on the other hand, who was resolved to in-
validate her rights, never concealed his intentions. He
claimed to be Charles VI/s rightful successor, for he had
married Joseph I.'s elder daughter.

Under Leopold's Law she should have succeeded
Charles VI,, but Charles Albert did not base his claims
solely on this heritage. Instead, he went back to
Ferdinand I, who lived early in the sixteenth century.